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Welcome to the 2020 Edmund Rice Development Newsletter.

It is safe to say that 2020 has been a year like no other.  
From Ireland to Africa and all places in between, the COVID-19 
pandemic has had an impact across the globe. Through this 
difficult time, it has been encouraging to see how we have 
managed to unite and adapt to this new normal. 

This newsletter features stories on how Edmund Rice Mission 
projects have responded to the COVID-19 pandemic. Many 
have had to adapt their current projects and adjust their  
activities to a virtual landscape. Other projects developed 
new activities to address the needs in their communities. The  
provision of essential items like food, masks and sanitiser 
proved to be a common need across all regions. It is inspiring  
to see how Edmund Rice Mission has responded to the 
COVID-19 pandemic in such innovative ways ensuring the 
needs of our beneficiaries are met and that no one is left  
behind. 

Along with many throughout the Edmund Rice family, we at 
ERD are deeply saddened to say goodbye to our friend and  
colleague, Br. Vincent Mallya, who died of COVID-19 and who  
we remember.

We do hope you will enjoy reading the news from our projects. 
Once again sincere thanks for your ongoing support and  
interest in Edmund Rice Mission.

John Cooley
Chair, ERD Board 
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The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted nearly every corner of the globe. For Edmund Rice Mission, the  
projects have adjusted their activities to this new landscape while responding to the challenges facing their 
beneficiaries. Please read updates from our projects in Africa, Latin America, Oceania and India below.

The Ruben Centre, Kenya
The Maternal and Child Health Clinic at the Ruben Centre 
in Nairobi, Kenya has been hugely impacted by the COVID 
outbreak. Due to the pandemic and the stigma surrounding 
COVID, there was low turnout in the centre in March and  
April, which negatively impacted attendance in various  
initiatives (child welfare clinic, non-communicable disease  
clinic, nutrition clinic). The Ruben Centre worked to build 
confidence in the community that the centre was safe, 
which led to high numbers of deliveries at the birthing unit.

While most of the activities in the Ruben Centre clinic  
did not stop, the modes of delivery changed. To protect both 
the clients and the health care providers, the Ruben Centre 

moved their counselling sessions online. Through virtual counselling and meeting sessions, the staff demystified 
the fears and panic caused by the uncertainty of the pandemic. By adopting best practices from other health 
facilities, the staff were able to safely reach out to clients ensuring the continued delivery of essential health 
care services during this unprecedented times. Several triage points were established outside the facility to 
minimize exposure to suspected COVID cases, and patients with terminal illnesses, such as HIV/AIDS, asthma 
and diabetes, were provided with medicines for a longer period of time to reduce frequent visits to the health 
facility. Two emergency grants from Misean Cara strengthened the centre’s capacity to deliver the project  
effectively with all the necessary infection prevention and control measures. 

Edmund Rice Eldoret Empowerment Programme, Kenya
In Eldoret, Kenya, the Edmund Rice Eldoret  
Empowerment Programme has still been able 
to conduct some of its mentorship and life 
skills activities in a safe and socially distanced  
environment. This has provided the children 
and youth with a safe space for some social 
interactions and given them an opportunity 
to share how the pandemic has affected their 
lives. By sharing their experiences, the children 
have been able to understand more of what 
is happening around them and to understand 
what their parents – most of whom have lost 
jobs – are going through. They have received 
encouragement and support from their peers 
which has lessened their anxiety. The Edmund Rice Eldoret Empowerment programme and the neighbouring 
Education for Life project came together to facilitate an additional emergency project to respond to challenges 
which arose from COVID-19. Through their joint project, they were able to implement a sensitisation programme 
to their beneficiaries, especially the children and youth who experienced panic due to the pandemic. The  
project also distributed masks, sanitiser and food to the beneficiaries, many of whom had lost their livelihood 
due to the pandemic. Thanks to Misean Cara for funding this joint effort. 

Edmund Rice Mission responds to the COVID-19 pandemic

Beneficiaries attending the life skills mentorship lessons on COVID-19  
sensitisation and response

A handwashing station was installed at entrance of the 
Ruben Centre
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The Justice Desk, South Africa
The Justice Desk in South Africa has continued to run their projects in an innovative way while ensuring  
their activities are conducive towards preventing the spread. For example: 

• All in-person trainings were moved online using the Zoom platform, and they professionally filmed 
trainings which were given directly to communities without access to internet or Zoom. 

• Certain elements of the Mbokodo Club project, most particularly the female empowerment  
workshops, were moved onto the WhatsApp platform. They also mass printed all materials and  
delivered the entire year’s curriculum, so that the girls would not have to come in as they did before. 

• The Umoya Project for differently-abled, elderly, abandoned and abused people, went into complete 
lockdown. This was self-imposed because of the high risk of COVID-19 to these beneficiaries. Instead, 
they coordinated a system where they would drop off food, PPE and activity supplies that had all 
been sanitized to the entrance of the centre. A member of The Justice Desk team living in the facility 
would come and collect the items. The activities were facilitated by the internal team, as all external 
volunteers and staff were prohibited from entering the site.

Young children and adults in vulnerable  
communities received materials on COVID-19 
and how they could protect themselves.

The Justice Desk team member distributing 
hand sanitiser to a beneficiary. 

During the lockdown in South Africa, The Justice Desk received 
an emergency grant from Misean Cara. This allowed The Justice 
Desk to administer a COVID-19 response effort, which included 
the provision and distribution of PPE and food. In total: 

• 14,600 people accessed COVID-19 educational materials
• 48,480 people were fed
• 10,560 people accessed sanitizers
• 5,550 girls accessed menstrual pads 
• 4,673 people received reusable materials masks
• 252,701 people were reached through radio and TV 

 interviews, articles and social media drives

Testimony
Atwood Primary is a school located in one of Cape Town’s most 
notorious gang ridden neighbourhoods. During COVID-19, this 
school was in dire need with no access to information on the  
virus, no sanitizers or masks. When one of their Grade 4  
learners came to school without a mask, the principal stated 
that ‘they have one mask in their home, and so others needed 
to use it that day,’ leaving the learner exposed. Another learner 
came with a mask that was too big for him. When the teacher 
enquired, the learner told them that ‘he didn’t have access to a 
mask so he had to borrow from an uncle (older man) down the 
street.’ 

The Justice Desk was able to provide this school with masks, 
educational materials, hand sanitiser and sanitary pads so that 
their students could continue with their education safely.
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Western Cluster, Zambia
In the Western Cluster project in Zambia, they were able to quickly adapt their project to the realities on the 
ground that to support from Misean Cara. In Senanga, they sensitised the community through the facilitation 
of focus group discussions in 18 health facilities reaching about 25,000. In Limulunga and Luampa, sensitization 
was focused on schools and nearby villages through training project staff to disseminate the messages. The 
use of a public address system also increased the reach of the communication. People in some remote areas,  
previously unreached with evidence-based information on COVID-19, such as in Luampa, thought COVID-19 was 
the same as Cholera. However, after the messages, people are now aware of the nature of the pandemic, its mode  
of transmission and symptoms. In Western Zambia, as in many parts of the country, handshaking is a common  
practice as is sitting at close range with each other. Following the intense sensitisation programme in  
collaboration with partners, most people have learned to comply with the public health guidelines. In addition to 
the COVID awareness campaigns, the project also installed a solar powered water pump in Senanga, and installed 
additional taps at the Luampa community farm and Litambiya to avoid congestion.

Centro Hermano Manolo, Bolivia
At the Centro Hermano Manolo (CeHM) project in Cochabamba, Bolivia, all in-person services catering to the 
working children and their families stopped in March. The working children are now accompanied through phone 
calls and WhatsApp regularly; each month, CeHM offers a new theme to focus on through this media. Academic 
tutoring has also continued virtually. The project purchased 24 mobile phones for the families who did not have 
one, so that these activities could continue.

At the beginning of the pandemic, CeHM sent bulletins to the children and their families on COVID information 
and protection as many were receiving misinformation from different sources (social networks, local  
neighbourhoods and their leaders). Throughout the pandemic, the needs of families have been responded to 
through the delivery of food and PPE on seven occasions thanks to local and donor support. In the coming weeks, 
the project is going to provide another round of food assistance to the families, which has been possible due to 
the generosity of Misean Cara funding.

Edmund Rice Mission responds to the COVID-19 pandemic

Distribution of Food parcels at Centro Hermano Manolo, Bolivia
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‘The day I received a phone call from the  
project, it was a great joy for me. I had neither 
food nor money to purchase anything to cook 
because I lost my job. With the help from the 
project, I was able to feed my children. It was 
also a great help when they provided me with 
a second-hand laptop. Now my son can work 
in his virtual classes more independently. 
Previously, he depended on my cell phone, so  
I couldn’t go out to look for a job when he was 
using it. Without the laptop, my son would 
have missed the school year.’
– Mrs. Mirtha Aquino Sovero, mother of a  
second grade primary school student

Fe y Alegría project, Peru
The Fe y Alegría project in Lima, Peru has also adapted to the COVID pandemic. The closure of the school prompted  
the project to deliver its counselling and accompaniment virtually. This led to additional obstacles as there 
were a significant number of students who did not have access to internet. To respond to this challenge, the  
project launched a campaign to collect second-hand mobile phones, tablets and laptops. They also connected  
with different training organisations to provide technological assistance and help to the students. Many of 
the families lost their jobs and their financial income, so the project responded by providing food baskets to  
those in need.

The project has implemented the following activities:
• Virtual workshops for teachers on emotional 

health
• Delivery of cell phones, tablets and laptops to  

students
• Delivery of food baskets to families
• Counselling for students at risk
• Fertilizing and irrigation of plants with volunteers
• Virtual campaigns on environmentalism
• Recycling and cleaning activities with families
• Composting activities with students in their 

homes

Reaching New Horizons, Peru
The Reaching New Horizons project in Chimbote, Peru has been able to transfer many of its activities online. 
However, this was not without challenges. The project knew that many of the families and children have  
limited or no access to internet. With schooling now completely remote, families were relying on television 
and radio for classes and WhatsApp to receive and send assignments to teachers. The project was able to  
provide data bundles to the beneficiaries so that they could access education. 

The Reaching New Horizons team has been able 
to continue coordinating with teachers, parents 
and local government institutions to help  
support the students and their families. The 
psychologist, social worker and the art and 
culture teacher have engaged families actively 
with creative alternatives to achieve the goals 
set out for this academic year. Some of these  
activities include printing workbooks for  
children with learning problems and  
delivering them to parents, facilitating 
WhatsApp groups for parents and students  
to deal with learning and behavioural  
problems, holding a virtual art and culture  
contest and printing educational materials for students. The social worker continues to network with local  
government agencies to attend to the social and health issues of the families.

Pupil attending online school 
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The Sama-Badjao Women’s Livelihood and Community WASH project, Philippines
The Sama-Badjao Women’s Livelihood and Community WASH project in the Philippines faced difficulty in trying 
to adapt their project activities. During the months of April to June when their location was in a hard  
lockdown, there was no way that project activities could be carried out in alternative ways. In the context of the  
Sama-Badjao community, online or virtual sessions were not possible as many, if not all of them, are computer 
illiterate. Although some of them own a smart phone, there is no wifi connection in the area. Printing handouts 
instead of conducting the project activities was also seen as an unsuitable option since many of them are unable 
to read. 

A decision was made to reallocate portions of the funded project activities to provide direct response to the 
devastating impact brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic. The project reallocated a portion of its funding to 
provide food; this distribution addressed the immediate needs of 105 Sama-Badjao women and their families. 
This was coupled with initiatives on the prevention of COVID-19 spread and Psychological First Aid (PFA)  
activities to help ease the impact of the pandemic. This reallocation was seen as a supplementary assistance 
to the local government’s initiatives that provided a temporary relief to the already destitute condition of the  
Sama-Badjaos. A handwashing facility was also installed in the area to really encourage the community to practice  
proper handwashing as a way to prevent the spread of the virus.

Igleselda (pictured above on the far left) is the Sama-Badjao Women’s Association Secretary and one of the Barangay 
Health Workers in the area. She volunteered to help out during the food pack and hygiene kit distributions. 

‘As a Barangay Health Worker, it is my duty to help in any way I can. The government told us to observe  
physical distancing without considering our situation; it is really hard to keep distant from one another when 
two or three families are living under one small roof.’ -Igleselda

COVID-19 has highlighted the inequality in society. It is not only a matter of public health concern, but of the long 
standing injustice that many people are experiencing particularly for minorities like the Sama-Badjaos.

Edmund Rice Mission responds to the COVID-19 pandemic

Edmund Rice Ministries Philippines responds to COVID-19 through the distribution of hygiene kits



7

PRATYeK, India
At PRATYeK, the children’s advocacy project in India, all of the on-the-ground trainings and meetings in regards to 
the Children’s Parliaments shifted to an online platform. The lack of travel allowed the project to adjust its budget 
to deliver much needed essential items to their beneficiaries. Dry food rations along with basic hygiene kits, which 
included sanitary pads, soaps, masks and hand sanitizers were delivered to over 10,000 families. Additionally, 
several online courses were organised to raise awareness on COVID-19. Sidhu, Age 13 from Mumbai, says he 
was fortunate to be a member of the Children’s Parliament organised by PRATYeK. The much needed and timely  
support from PRATYeK sustained his family with food during the devastating stage of COVID-19. PRATYeK 
continued with the Inclusive National General Assembly for Children through an online platform;  
children from across the country came together virtually and discussed issues about how COVID-19 was affecting 
their lives. Ending violence against children was discussed during the second consultation. Participants shared 
their concerns which they planned to take forward to their local, state and national government representatives.

Anuroopa, from Tripura, is one of the seven Zonal Coordinators for Children’s parliaments. Anuroopa 
lives in an area where connectivity is a tremendous challenge. To address this obstacle, PRATYeK provided 
a tablet for the Children’s Parliament so that the children in her Zone could connect with other children’s  
parliaments across India. These children were able to voice their opinions on various child rights issues by  
participating in weekly National Inclusive Children’s Organising Team (NICOT) meetings and monthly Inclusive 
National General Assembly meetings and various other platforms to present their concerns.

While none of these projects could have anticipated the COVID-19 pandemic, they have all been able to adjust 
and adapt to their current realities. We thank Misean Cara, Irish Aid and our private donors for their generous 
support of these projects during this challenging and unprecedented time. 

Edmund Rice International: ‘Acting Justly’ Programme
Edmund Rice International (ERI) is currently conducting a 
10 week Zoom ‘Acting Justly’ Training programme that runs 
until mid-December. For two hours every Friday, participants 
explore human rights and advocacy using an interactive,  
participatory and practical approach. The training, being 
conducted in collaboration with Misean Cara, has attracted 
over 300 registered participants drawn from the Misean Cara 
network and from more than 35 countries. The presenters 
are ERI Team members and Advocacy partners working at 
the grassroots level as well as UN OHCHR and permanent 
Mission representatives. Topics covered in the early sessions 
helped participants gain an understanding of the Spirituality of Advocacy, Human Rights and ‘Rights-based  
Advocacy’, Laudato Si and Care of the Earth. Later sessions have explored good practice and effective engagement 
with the UN especially the Human Rights Council, the UN Human Rights mechanisms and the Sustainable  
Development Goals both from a theoretical perspective as well as the practical experience of the Resource  
Presenters. The training sessions have included a creative mix of Presentations, ‘Breakout Rooms’ and Kahoot! 
quizzes to help participants integrate their learning with their current projects and ministries. Participants are 
also encouraged between sessions to set aside at least an hour a week to engage with the learning materials and 
keep a reflective training journal. A Certificate of Achievement signed by Misean Cara and ERI will be given to 
those who attend and engage with at least nine sessions of the training and complete an assignment based on 
integrating their learning with their project / ministry at the end of the training.

‘It is easier now to understand the UDHR, UPR and the UN structure and mechanisms. I am impressed with all the 
presenters’ expertise and profound knowledge on the topics they shared’ - Sr. Lucy Aung - Good Shepherd, Myanmar)

So far it has been an empowering learning experience both for participants and presenters! 

Slide from Br Kevin Cawley’s presentation during the ERI Zoom 
Training on Care of the Earth
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Results Based Management Course in Western Zambia
Over three days this November, 22 Edmund Rice Mission personnel from the Western Cluster project and the 
St. Paul’s Skills Training Centre came together for a Result Based Management (RBM) Review Workshop in the  
Western Province of Zambia. This was a refresher course building on the knowledge gained at their first RBM 
course in Zambia in July 2019. 

Lontia Chinkubala, Reuben Chongo and Clement Sindazi from the Africa Province Mission Office facilitated this 
workshop. It gave participants an opportunity to discuss and share their experiences in applying RBM practices 
to their project work. Through group work and case studies, the participants noted the benefits and difficulties  
experienced in working with RBM and proposed strategies to address the challenges they have encountered with 
implementation. The participants shared challenges in operationalising the RBM approach, such as partnering with  
stakeholders who are unfamiliar with RBM. Martin Silutongwe, the Western Cluster project manager, and Marie 
Kalumbi, the St. Paul’s Training Centre project manager, presented the group with two case studies, which allowed 
the participants to work through the practical application of RBM principles.  

‘The workshop provided us with useful information through learning, practicing and recognising RBM 
 terminology, principles, objectives, analysis and results. This training has provided us with more insights 
that will continue to support us with improved RBM approaches and skills as we continue to engage with the  
people we work with.’  - Br. Fred Adero and Br. Boniface Sambou

Based on the learning assessments conducted by the facilitators, knowledge on RBM grew from 65% at the 
start of the workshop to 86% by the end of the workshop. We thank our private donors for funding part of this  
workshop, and look forward to seeing the continued strengthening of these skills in Edmund Rice Mission  
projects in 2021. 

In Memory: Br. Vincent Mallya

ERD is deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Br. Vincent Mallya in Kenya 
on November 21st. For many years, Br. Vincent served as Mission Coordinator 
for the East Africa District, providing invaluable support to development projects 
across the region. He was recently appointed to lead the Star Support project 
in South Sudan. Unfortunately, he contracted COVID-19 while traveling to the  
project, and sadly passed away from the virus after several weeks of treatment in 
Nairobi. 

We are so grateful to have known Br. Vincent. His energy, enthusiasm and zest for life inspired all of us who 
worked with him. While his time on earth was cut short, we know his contributions and commitment to  
Edmund Rice Mission will continue to inspire others for many years to come. Our deepest sympathies extend  
to Br. Vincent’s family in Tanzania, the Brothers and his many friends around the world. May he Rest in Peace.


